PARTAI TINDAKAN RAKYAT ARATE X
PEOPLE’S ACTION PARTY

MARINE PARADE BRANCH, BLK 46 MARINE CRESCENT, #01-42, SINGAPORE 440046.

YOUR REF:

OUR REF: DATE: 24 June 2020

Mr Lee Hsien Loong
Prime Minister, Republic of Singapore
Secretary-General, People’s Action Party

Dear P/\N/V\SL /%Vt/‘/)av}

As Parliament has now been dissolved, | write to inform you that | have
decided not to stand in the coming General Elections. Having served as a
Member of Parliament for Marine Parade for over four decades, | make this
decision after much thought and with a heavy heart.

Marine Parade is my second home. | love the people. The PAP Branch
activists and the grassroots leaders are my steadfast comrades and firm friends.
Many have urged me to stand for another term. But | should not. | would not
have the same energy when | cross into my 80s.

Smooth and systematic leadership succession is the key to Singapore’s
political stability. | decided to step down as PM in 2004 after the economy had
recovered from SARS and when you were in place to take over as my successor.
Similarly, | prefer to retire as Member of Parliament now whilst | am healthy and
able to ease my successor’s transition into Marine Parade.

Dr Tan See Leng has been understudying me for nearly two years now. He
helps me with my Meet-the-People Sessions, and with several social projects that
| initiated in the constituency. He is now operationalising our Caregiver Support
Network, an important new initiative for a mature estate like Marine Parade. He
has also played an active role in EduGrow, our youth mentorship programme for
students from lower-income families. See Leng connects well with residents,
Branch members and grassroots leaders alike. He has held dialogues with
residents and gone on house visits untii COVID-19 put a stop to them.
| recommend him to take over from me.

Competent and trusted leaders with the heart for public service are critical
to protect and advance Singaporeans’ interests. We need more lion-hearted
people to secure Singapore’s place in an increasingly turbulent world.



| strongly support your planned leadership succession at the national level.
The 4G team led by Heng Swee Keat has been tested and strengthened in the
crucible of COVID-19. We must look for more good men and women to join the
team.

Likewise, we should start building up the core of the 5G team.

| hope you will accept my decision to step down as Member of Parliament.

It has been my greatest honour and privilege to have served the Party,
residents of Marine Parade, Singapore and Singaporeans for the past 44 years.

| will continue to contribute to Singapore in other ways.

Best wishes for a successful General Election ahead.

Gl

GOH CHOK G
Member_of Parliament
Marine Parade/GRC
(1976 — 2020)



